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Friday 19th September the band set off for the National Brass Band Finals which
were being held at Cheltenham Racecourse.
We were booked in at the Holiday Inn about 30 minutes away from the venue.
Following a rehearsal on the Saturday morning we had lunch and then waited
for the order of draw.
There were 19 bands competing including us from all over the country. We
were all champions or runners up from our fourth section qualifying rounds
which had been held earlier in the year.
The news arrived that we were to play at the number 11 slot which was a good
draw.
The band set off from the hotel at 4.00pm for the Racecourse. On the coach each
member was given a white rose to wear which David Horsfield had very kindly
provided for us, we knew then that we were representing our great county
Yorkshire.
The band took the stage at 5.30pm and played quite well, there were a few clips
and blips throughout the performance which was probably due to nerves. Job
done!! We knew we had not done enough with the errors but did put on a good
show, just the results now. In the end we were placed 14th out of the 19 which
of course is disappointing but during the last 4 years of competing the band has
done remarkably well, being the Yorkshire champions and taking part in the
most important contest in the banding calendar. The weekend has also brought
all the players closer together. Promotion to section 3 next year so lets hope the
progress continues. Well done all of you.
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ANNUAL DINNER AND PRESENTATIONS
The bands annual Dinner and Presentation evening was held on Saturday 12th July at the Crow Nest Golf Club,
Hove Edge, Brighouse. There were 50 members and friends attended.
After a very nice three course meal and coffee Andy Shaw took the stage to present the awards along with John
Clay.
Players Player Senior Band voted by the members - Principal Cornet David Crisp
Best Section Senior Band voted by the members – Front Row Cornets
Most Improved player Senior Band decided by Musical Director John Clay – Third Cornet John Lofthouse.
Players Player B Band voted by the members – Second Horn Emma Ainley
Most Improved Player B Band decided by Musical Director John Clay – There was a tie this year so John
presented prizes to both players – Euphonium Liz Dinsdale and Baritone Chris Ainley
Band person of the year – Brian Nicholson who is our President and Compere. Brian is convalescing from
major heart surgery and we wish him a speedy recovery.
Congratulations to all our prize winners keep up the good work.

Top Left to right—John Lofthouse most improved players Senior Band. Players Player Senior Band David Crisp. Most improved player B Band Liz Dinsdale. Bottom Left to right—Best Section Front Row showing David Crisp and Alex Murray. Players Player B Band
Emma Ainley and Most Improved player B Band Chris Ainley.

I s s ue 4

Pag e 3

P R O M S I N T H E PA D D O C K — C L I F T O N
Saturday 5th July saw the senior band performing at the final Proms in the Paddock at Clifton. The event has
been hosted at the home of the Spivey family for the last 10 years and have raised funds for St Johns Church
Clifton.
With a full house of 500 people the evening got underway with framed photographs being presented to the
committee members who have been involved in the organisation of the event, a photograph was also presented
to the band in recognition of their contribution.
The band started with the march Pateley Bridge by Roy Newsome and continued with various items from
programmes over the last 10 years including Singing in the Rain, Thunderbirds are go, John Miles Music,
Floral Dance and David Crisp playing the cornet solo Nessun Dorma followed by the cornet trio Trumpets
Wild with David Crisp, Alex Murray and Glenn Crisp.
Rachel Crisp sang items by Mozart and Puccini. During the interval an auction was held where a weekend in
Windermere, tickets for Manchester United , and a golf day at Willow Valley were among the items being
auctioned.
The Church Music Group also sang during the interval and to commemorate the 100 years since the First
World War they sang a Medley of British Hymns and the song made famous by Vera Lynn We’ll meet again.
The second half of the programme got underway with the band playing the final section of the Overture
William Tell, followed by Hymn to the Fallen.
Glenn Crisp asked all the younger members of the audience to come to the front and the band by popular
request played YMCA with the youngsters showing how the actions are done.
The band and Rachel then joined together in You’ll Never Walk Alone, the Proms items got underway
with the Dambusters March followed by Fantasia on British Sea Songs and ending with a spectacular firework
display to the music of Edward Elgar Pomp and Circumstance No 1.
All in all a great evening was had by everyone and thank you to the Spivey family for letting the band be part
of this great evening since the beginning.
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WE E K A T S U M M E R S C H O O L — A N DY S M I TH

Two years ago my son Alex and I attended the first Bolsover brass band summer school. We enjoyed it so much
that we decided to go again this year. Linda and Norm Taylor from California were also at this year’s event .
They have travelled to the UK every Summer for the last 12 years for the summer schools, and this year
decided to try the Bolsover one, rather than Swansea.
The summer school lasts for a week and is held at the Heritage High School in Clowne, near Chesterfield.
Accommodation is provided at the Ibis hotel which is about a five minute drive from the school. The school has
excellent facilities for rehearsals, sectionals and for private practice (if you get time!) The food isn’t too bad
either.
Most of the tutors for the week are from the Fodens band. This year, the conducting was shared by Glyn
Williams who was also the euphonium tutor, Mark Wilkinson, cornet tutor. Helen Williams was tutor for the
horn section, Brett Baker for trombones, Simone Robello for percussion, and we had Stuart Baglin
(son of the famous Euphonium player Lyndon) looking after the basses.
During the week, the Summer School band took part in four concerts – three 1 hour outside jobs at local tourist
attractions and a final two hour concert, at the end of the course. In total 26 pieces of music were performed quite a lot to learn in a short time and much of it wasn’t easy either!
The main pieces for the final concert were “Music for a Festival” by Philip Sparke, “Lorenzo” (a British open test
piece in 1928) and two pieces commissioned for the Summer School. “In Memoriam” was written by Philip
Sparke as an accompaniment to the First World War poem “To The Fallen.” The other new piece, “The Halls of
Hardwick”, was by a young composer and euphonium player called David Hanson. Both composers were present
for the performance, and Philp Sparke also gave a question and answer session on the day of the concert.
The Wednesday and Thursday evenings were set aside for informal concerts. I’m afraid to say that I didn’t have
the courage to do a solo myself, but Alex did and gave a great performance of Rachmaninov’s “Vocalise”. He also
performed a duet with another young euphonium player.
After our first summer school, Alex’s sister asked him what he’d learned from the course. His reply was “I’ve
learned that you go down the pub after band”. This was certainly the case again this year and most of the delegates from the course gathered in the pub next to hotel at the end of each day.
Alex and I will probably be going back next year when I’ve promised to play a solo. Linda and Norm also hope
to be back.

Picture shows from left to right back row
Andy Smith and Linda Taylor.
Front row left to right Norm Taylor and
Alex Smith.
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B BAND PLAYS FOR VINTAGE RAILWAY DAY
On Sunday 27th July the B Band were invited to perform on the platform at Oxenhope Railway Station for their
Vintage Railway Day.
The weather was lovely and we took up our position and waited for the first steam train to arrive. There is
something magical about steam trains they seem to be alive as they roll along.
There were plenty of people keen to ride the trains that afternoon including members of the Hall Royd Band from
Shipley who quite a number of our members knew so it was nice to see old friends. The Hall Royd Band were
hosting a band from Northern Ireland that weekend and they were all out for the afternoon. They took a keen
interest in our B Band so we had to play well to impress !

Garden Party at St Marys Church Wyke Saturday 5th July
The B Band has been doing this engagement for around 35 years. The sun shone for the afternoon so it was strawberries and ice cream
all round.
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Spotlight featuring Cornet player Peter Middleton
When I was a young boy I wanted to play a violin and cried outside the music shop when I could not have it. My
dad Donald had a battered trumpet that he used to play but as he says with only two valves because the third
one used to stick, he played for fun and could not read music.
As time passed dad came into contact with John Womersley who was in Clifton band at the time and he asked if
he would teach me to play the cornet, at the same time dad decided to learn to play the trombone properly, and
he stayed with Clifton for many years after I had moved on.
I was 9 years old when I started my lessons with John Womersley and I still think he was the best, he also
taught John Clay our MD. David Horsfield was also in the band at that time and all three of us have now gone
full circle by doing our thing and coming back to our roots to give something back.
I left Clifton when I was 15 and joined the Brighouse and Rastrick band where I stayed for 11 years. At 26 I
decided to turn professional and joined the Mecca Band in Hull. Over many years as a professional trumpet
player I have been privileged to play with the Eric Delaney Band, Ronnie Dukes and Rickie Lee, did the Royal
Command Performance in 1975 and during my time with Ronnie Dukes we toured Australia. In1980 I joined
the QE11 for 3 years and did 3 world cruises seeing some fantastic places.
I have been in in the pit at shows which included Starlight Express, Grease, Blues Brothers and many others.
Also did a 3 month tour with the John Miller Band (Glenn Miller’s Nephew).
Best Memories—these have to include the David Letterman Show. Backing Bob Hope on his USO tour, and the
jazz singer Rosemary Clooney who starred with Bing Crosby in the film White Christmas.
Meeting James Cagney and Pat Obrien on the QE11 was also a great experience.
Greatest banding moments—Winning the National Brass Band Championships with the Brighouse and Rastrick
Band in 1968 on Wagner’s Mastersingers and now full circle again with winning the Area Fourth Section
Qualifying rounds with Clifton and Lightcliffe B Band.
I started my playing career aged 9 years old and got my first win with Clifton and Lightcliffe 60 yes 60 years
later…… Brilliant and well done to all the band.

Peter is on the right hand side back row. Other players included in this Brighouse and Rastrick photo who
have played with Clifton include Steven Ford Bass Trombone, Roy Ashton Eb Bass, David Horsfield
Cornet and Jeffrey Lord Cornet.
The photo of Peter on the right was taken recently in Brighouse. Its great to have him back with us, thanks
Peter for all your help.
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PATRONS
We have around 60 Patrons who support the band throughout the year, This scheme was set up in 2006 and
we are very grateful for the support they have given over the years.
If you are interested in becoming a Patron we ask for a minimum payment of £20.00 per year which entitles
you to 2 tickets to our Annual concert held usually in September and updates of what the band is doing
throughout the year.
Please contact our Patrons administrator Mrs Janet Bell if you would like to join, all our contact details are in
the contacts section of the newsletter.

Hello/Goodbye
We would like to welcome Paul Harris who has come into the senior band on Third Cornet.
Contact the Musical Director or Secretary if you are interested in filling one of the positions below.

Positions Vacant B Band
Kit Player

Front Row Cornet

Positions Vacant Senior Band
Second Cornet

C O N TA C T S
The Bandroom—Band Headquarters, Birkhouse Road, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 4EW
Musical Director—Mr John Clay 01422 201875
President—Mr Brian Nicholson 01924 490306
Secretary– Mrs Jane Clay, 260 Wakefield Road, Lightcliffe, Halifax West Yorkshire HX3 8TY
Phone 01422 201875, 07990633320, e-mail john366clay@btinternet.com
Patrons– Mrs Janet Bell, janetbell2008@hotmail.co.uk

100 CLUB
A very valuable source of income for the band over a number of years now is our weekly 100 club draw.
Numbers are 25p each per week to purchase and a £5.00 weekly draw takes place plus three times a year a
prize of £50.00 is given at Christmas, Easter and the Summer.
At present all 100 number have been sold.
The funds from the 100 club over the years has purchased music stands, lyres, mutes, percussion equipment
and music. Our 100 club administrator is Helen Woodcock who can be contacted via the Secretary Jane Clay.

Retrak update—Martin Horsfield
You may recall from the last newsletter that our Repiano player Martin Horsfield is supporting the charity
Retrak. Martin reports that in less than two months time I will be working in Ethopia with my police
colleagues for what I know will be a life-changing and rewarding experience.
There is still time to support this fantastic cause so please donate where you can—remember £5.00 provides
enough food for a week for a child in desperate need. You can donate via my Just Giving page,
http//www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/Martin-Horsfield. Thank you.
The recent raffle held for the cause raised over £1,000 and we had two band winners.
David and Jill Crisp to see a concert at the Bridgewater Hall.
Paul Addy won a night at the Radisson Edwardian hotel in Manchester. Just so you all know I did not pick
out the winners that was left to the Deputy Chief Constable.
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Band perform for the BBC World Service
On Wednesday 10th September a small group from the band were asked to appear on the BBC World Service
Newsday programme which was being broadcast from the Leeds City Academy. We were told beforehand that
the programme is broadcast to 188 million people all over the world, (No pressure then!!). Up for discussion
‘How important is your Yorkshire Identity’
Getting up even before the birds started to sing we had to be ready at the school for 6.45am. We were met by the
Principal Georgiana Sale who was really welcoming and offered us refreshments as soon as we got through the
door.
By this time we got settled quite a number of the students had already been speaking on the radio and by 7.10 am
it was our turn. They wanted us to play a couple of verses of the Yorkshire Anthem ‘On Ilkley Moor’.
Question - How often do you play your brass instrument at 7.10 in the morning? Answer—Never, if you can help
it!
Over the next hour and a half we played and chatted about what Yorkshire meant to us and how brass bands have
played an important part of Yorkshire life particularly within the industries since the 1800’s.
The students were brilliant and the school should be very proud of the mature and professional manner they
displayed during the programme. Thank you BBC and Leeds City Academy for a very interesting morning.

More pictures from Cheltenham
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New Paperback with Free
C.D.

A BOY FROM
BRIGHOUSE

A life of BRASS MUSIC
and other things!
David Horsfield

Covering the author’s life
in the banding world
since the early 1950’s

£9.99 inc. archive
recording

Tickets available for our Annual Concert from
Jane Clay Secretary on 01422 201875, on the
door or any band member.
==============================
David’s book is available for purchase from
Kirklees Music Bailiff Bridge
Brighouse 01484 722855
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BRIGHOUSE GALA
Brighouse Gala was held on Saturday 28th June in Wellholme Park. Over the last seven years the band has
organised a Tombola, Coconut Shy and Football game and this has become the biggest fund raising event for the
band.
The weather this year was quite damp which meant the footfall for the gala was slightly down on last year.
Having said this we made a healthy £600 over the afternoon and Barclays Bank very kindly match this £ for £
plus the gala committee also contribute an amount. We won’t know the final figure until the Gala committee
have their meeting later in the year but we are hoping to have raised for the band funds around £1,400.
Thanks to Julia and Rob Wood for doing the main organising of the event and to Alex Crisp and his team for the
football game.

A good day had
by all at the
Brighouse Gala

If anyone has any fund raising ideas or if you would like to organise an event please let us know so we can
support you.

easyfundraising helps thousands of good causes and charities raise money for free. With over 2,700 retailers
shopping via easyfundraising is a great way of fundraising online.
Whether you'd like to support your favourite charity, local sports club, child's school or PTA, or register your
own good cause, or personal challenge, we can help!
We have lots of fundraising ideas, and easy ways for you to raise donations, and it doesn't cost you a penny
extra to shop online via easyfundraising! So take advantage of this fantastic fundraising idea, and raise money
easily and quickly by joining the thousands already using easyfundraising.org.uk.
The band is signed up for easyfundraising.org.uk so please read below how it works. This is now starting to
raise the band some funds so please support us by shopping on line with easyfundraising.org.uk
1. Start at easyfundraising
Let's say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis. Instead of going to johnlewis.com, you go to easyfundraising.org.uk first - or you can use the easyfundraising toolbar.
2. Make a purchase
You click from the easyfundraising website through to John Lewis to make your purchase. The price of the
shoes is exactly the same as if you'd visited John Lewis directly.
3. Get a donation
After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you can turn into a donation for your
good cause. easyfundraising collect this and send it on at no extra cost.
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Taking the Band Abroad by Jane Clay
I am often asked is it difficult to take all those people, instruments, uniforms, music stands, percussion, music etc
abroad. It must be a nightmare people say to me. Well it can be a nightmare, but like anything else it’s all in the
planning. These are my observations of how we have gone about tackling it. Over the last 12 years we have
organised five trips with the band and they have been more adventurous each time.
The most important thing about taking your band away is the planning, if this is put in place as far down to the
final detail as possible then the trip should be trouble free, however, there will always be things that cannot be
legislated for but hopefully these can be resolved quickly.
Our first trip was to Guernsey, not too far. The trip involved coach, ferry travel and hotel, we knew the Guernsey
Concert Band and were able to perform concerts with them, all fairly straight forward really.
After our trip to Guernsey I sent out feedback sheets to the band looking for comments and ideas for another trip.
France and Switzerland came back the favourite, as this was the first time the band had gone abroad as such I asked
Club Europe to sort the detail, the beauty of this is that you can learn how they do it and then apply it yourself.
This was quite a challenge as we took both our bands with over 70 people. The following two trips were for the
senior band to Austria and Lake Garda, this time the band travelled by air which brings different challenges, again
we used a music tour company Rayburn Travel who have contacts to sort out concerts for us.
When we came back from Lake Garda in 2008 I asked the band if they would like to go to California in 2010 as we
have friends there connected with the Golden State British Brass Band. Thinking they would say no, to my
surprise it was a resounding yes! We ended up taking 31 musicians and 32 friends and family. I thought ‘Oh no
what have I let myself in for now…..’
We would organise this ourselves as there was no language barrier, we knew Linda and Norm and could team up
with their band for the concerts.
Airlines - only book 11 months in advance so use what is there now and add say 10% for price increases bearing in
mind the time of year you are travelling, look very carefully as I found that by moving the date by a week we saved
£200 each on the flights which for a family is a lot of money and can make all the difference as to whether they go
or not. Booking in at the airport was quite a task with 63 people, instruments and luggage, they do say patience is
a virtue….
Hotels - The internet is a wonderful tool to find these in the area you are looking at and you can get some idea of
prices. Once you decide on say three or four you can barter between them for the best deal.
We stayed at the Hyatt at Long Beach, initially they were the most expensive (but the most attractive) I dismissed
them because of the costs, however the sales manager kept e-mailing me. I suggest that they reduce their price and
they would be considered. Eventually they did drop the price to the same as the cheapest I had received and they
included breakfasts and local taxes as well… It was well worth the effort and patience.
Coaches – this can also be quite a task and again the internet and e-mail is useful. You will need some idea of your
itinerary when looking at coaches as there may be days when you don’t require a coach which will save costs.
Itinerary - It is important to have the right balance on your itinerary, try to have a busy day either with sightseeing or a concert then a relaxing day, it wants to be a holiday as well as playing. If the band is going to the effort of
taking their instruments to where ever you go, you must make it worth while by having three to four concerts.
If all these things are put in place you should have a fantastic trip which will be remembered, we certainly did.
So, 2015 will see the band travelling again this time to Lake Maggiore in Italy, a new venue for all of us. Plans are
coming together, flights are booked, hotel confirmed and we have the added bonus of a contact there to help with
organising the concerts.
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ENGAGEMENTS SENIOR BAND
September
Saturday 27th Annual Concert Central Methodist Church Brighouse 7.15pm Guests Gwent Police Male Voice
Choir plus our B Band

October
Sunday 26th
Concert Yorkshire Cricket Club Headingley 7.30pm
Friday 31st /Saturday 1st Nov CD Recording Brighouse and Rastrick Bandroom

November
Sunday 9th
Saturday 15th

Remembrance Day Mirfield 2.00pm
Wibsey Methodist Church 2.00pm

December
Friday 5th
St Thomas Church Greetland 7.30pm
Saturday 6th
St Marys Church Wyke 7.15pm
Sunday 7th
St Pauls Church Birkenshaw 7.00pm
Thursday 11th Central Methodist Church with Brighouse Theatre Productions 7.30pm
Tuesday 16th St John Church Clifton Christmas Cracker 7.15pm
Wednesday 17th Carols at Rodley Ecumenical Church 7.00pm
Friday 19th
Masonic Hall Bradford 7.30pm

B BAND
September
Sat/Sun 20/21st National Brass Band Finals Cheltenham

October
Sunday 19th
Pogson Bray Entertainment Contest Berties Elland
Friday 31st /Saturday 1st Nov CD Recording Brighouse and Rastrick Bandroom

November
Sunday 9th
Sunday 30th

Remembrance Day Mirfield 2.00pm
St Martins Church Brighouse 2.00pm

December
Sunday 14th

Wibsey Methodist Church Carol Service 4.00pm

