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B ANDROOM N OTES
~ Welcome to the Winter edition of our newsletter ~
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Our organisation is doing well and we hope this continues through 2015. It can be
very difficult these days to encourage new members as well as existing members to
keep supporting with so many other interests around. We have a great team and a
loyal core who have been with the band for many years and it is this that is the
strength of Clifton and Lightcliffe. We also have many supporters who help the band
in lots of ways whether its selling CD’s, giving lifts, carrying the percussion around
or just making the tea they are all really important in any organisation and most
cannot exist without them, so to them we say a big THANK YOU.
Also our Patrons who support the band throughout the year with their donations and
support at concerts, again you are a valuable part of the fabric of the band and we
hope you will continue your participation for many years.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone

The ‘B’ Band at the
Cheltenham finals in
September 2014
courtesy of R & P
Photography Services

Rehearsals
Senior Band

• Tuesday & Thursday
8pm—9.45pm
B Band

• Fridays
6.45pm—8.15pm
• Sundays
10am—12.15pm
• www.cliftonband.co.uk

Senior Band at Bailiff
Bridge Community
Centre in March 2014
photograph courtesy of
Gordon Radcliffe
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Jane Clay

2014 has been another very busy year for both bands with lots of concerts. Some of the highlights for the senior
band included a week in March at the Alhambra taking part in a production of Brassed Off with John McCardle and
Andrew Dunn. It was a wonderful experience for the band members playing to 7 packed performances.
Also in March the senior band travelled to Newport to join up with the Gwent Police Choir. This came about via a
chance e-mail picked up at a meeting I went to. I contacted the choir to see if they were interested in doing an
exchange with us and they said they would be delighted.
We travelled at the end of March to St Patricks Church Hall. What a fabulous concert with a fabulous choir and a
full and appreciative audience too. The Choir travelled back to Yorkshire for our Annual Concert in September at
the Central Methodist Church where again we had a great evening along with our B band, including the ‘afterglow’
at Pregos afterwards! We have readily accepted an invitation from the Choir back to Gwent again in 2015 and look
forward to a long relationship with them.
We then move to our summer concerts. 2014 was the final Proms in the Paddock at Clifton after 10 successful
years hosted by the Spivey family at their home. They have done a fantastic job and raised lots of funds for St
John’s Church at Clifton. Thanks to them for including us in this venture.
A group of the senior band also played for their biggest audience when they were asked to do a news programme
for the BBC World Service radio News Day back in September they told us they have up to 188 million listeners
around the world, it was a great experience and we appreciate being asked to say how important Yorkshire is to us
and our identity.
Summer would not be the same without bands in the parks this is a tradition which has gone on since time began,
we played in Pudsey Park which is a lovely setting with the bandstand set in the very colourful gardens and
surrounded by listeners who bring their picnics along. Its such a shame that Calderdale cannot do the same in the
lovely setting of Wellholme Park in Brighouse.
At the beginning of November we recorded our third CD which should be ready for release before Christmas. This
will be a two CD pack and will include one with our B Band. We hope you will purchase one and enjoy it. They
make great stocking fillers!
Christmas is always a busy time for the bands as this is when we can do most of our fund-raising, we are grateful
this year to Sainsburys and Tescos in Brighouse for allowing us to play carols and collect. We hope we can see you
in 2015 at one of our concerts which are listed on the back page as well as on our web-site www.cliftonband.co.uk

Selection of
Senior Band
Photos from
2014.
Including the
Gwent Police
Choir
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Our B band has also had a very busy year and their highlight has got to be crowned Fourth Section Yorkshire
Champions at St Georges Hall in March. The band has progressed well over the last five years that they have
been competing in the qualifying rounds of the National Brass Band Championships.
The test piece on this occasion was Three Spanish Impressions by Alan Fernie, the band captured the mood really
well and came away with first prize as well as Best Soloist, (Panette Harrison) Best Percussion, (Matthew
Lawrance, Russell Coppin and Jonathan Armitage) Youngest Player, (Emma Ainley aged 9) as well as the
Musical Director Award (John Clay). This win enabled the band to go forward to the National Championships
which were held in Cheltenham in September, a big occasion for the band and although they were unplaced out of
the 19 bands, they represented the Clifton and Lightcliffe organisation really well and we are proud of them all.
This was also an excellent opportunity for the band to get together for the weekend and bond well as a team as
well as building long lasting friendships
Because the band has done well they have been promoted to the third section from January 2015.
You can hear the band play Three Spanish Impressions on the new CD.
The band also competed in the annual Pogson-Bray entertainment contest which is for bands in the second
section down to unregistred. We were drawn to play last out of 14 bands and had to perform a 20 minute
programme. On this occasion the band was conducted by the senior band Principal cornet player David Crisp and
John sat in and played. The programme included the march Imperial Echo’s, My Love is Like a Red Red Rose
with Harry Ridler playing the solo on tenor horn, a selection of tunes by Irvine Berlin and Two Movie
Blockbusters, Raiders of the Lost Ark and Pirates of the Caribbean.
The band played well and came 7th out of the 14 bands beating other third and fourth section bands.
There were also some notable concerts too throughout 2014, and they too have been involved in the parks
playing at Westroyd in Farsley where again they played to a very appreciative audience. The Steam Days at
Oxenhope also provide a very enjoyable afternoon particularly on a lovely summer day as it was this year.
Ilkley Bandstand is another regular spot for both bands and gives an opportunity to have a treat at Betty’s Cafe.
So all in all a good year for the organisation and we hope that 2015 is just as if not more successful.

A busy and successful year for
the B Band
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Spotlight featuring our Soprano Cornet Sally Cass
I started playing the trumpet at school when I was seven and loved it immediately, my parents I think were
grateful that I had not taken up the violin like my sister!!
I joined the Clifton and Lightcliffe band in 1987 quite by luck, I was having my cornet lesson with Bernard Lawson
(who later became the Musical Director of the band for a while) when he received a phone call from John Edward
who was the Musical Director at the time asking if he knew any cornet players who could come and help the band
on a trip performing concerts in Wiesloch Germany. Bernard said he had someone with him who he felt sure
would fit the bill.
At the time I was playing the trumpet in a wind band and had never played a cornet before but was keen to have a
go. By the time I had finished rehearsing with the band and been on the trip to Wiesloch I was absolutely hooked
and never looked back, and the fact no-one asked me to leave helped too!!
Over the many years I have been a member I have gradually worked my way up the ranks playing 2nd cornet,
repiano and on the front row but I am now settled on my favourite position of soprano cornet. I like the variety of
the instrument and as the band has progressed so much over the last few years the part is continually evolving and
getting more interesting as well as challenging.
My favourite piece is The Holy City which has been cleverly arranged by Alan Morrison where the tune is passed
around the sections of the band. My most embarrassing moment was on a concert playing a really high part and
with the pressure Oops!! Mark next to me said “was that you?” Oh dear yes it was and he could not play for the
rest of the piece with laughing so much, it was so embarrassing!!! My best banding moment has to be travelling to
California with the band in 2010 to perform concerts. What a fantastic experience for all of us. It was brilliant.
I have made a lot of really good friends in the band over the years and of course met my amazing husband Graham
who was also a young player like me in 1987 playing the Euphonium. We eventually married in 1993 and now
have two gorgeous daughters Ruth and Sarah.
Who would have known that the desire to play the trumpet at seven would have opened up such a fantastic hobby
and taken me all over the world with my wonderful band.

Ready for the CD recording

Playing on a warm sunny day at Oxenhope

Area Contest St Georges Hall Bradford
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BAND HELPS WITH THE GRACE PROJECT
Clifton and Lightcliffe has been very pleased to be able to assist with the Grace Project this organisation is to help
advance the education of the pupils in and around the area of Ho, Ghana.
We received an email from the Grimethope Youth Band asking for support in providing any ‘old’ instruments
which we no longer require which can be taken to Ghana and given to the children. At the end of October a Brass
Band Week had been organised and 100 disadvantaged children were taking part at the residential. The problem
was they had 100 children and only 30 instruments so an appeal was put out.
We had a look at our inventory and were delighted to supply seven instruments along with four trombone mutes
and a variety of mouthpieces. We hope the children had a great week of music making.

BANDROOM REDECORATION
Our band room has been looking quite shabby for a while and so we decided to re-decorate and brighten the place
up a bit, as well as a clear out of rubbish.
We required a lot of paint and we are very grateful to Wickes and Gower Furniture Ltd for supplying as well as
the paint, rollers brushes and masking tape. This was a big project we asked for volunteers and started on Monday
3rd November. We had a good response from the band members and friends, and special thanks to Lindsay Todd
one of our neighbours who has done a great job helping out not only with the decorating but also a few repair jobs.
The room now looks bright and cheerful.

Pictures showing the bandroom before
the decorating started. Work in progress
and the finished job.
Lindsay having a well earned
rest, after all the painting
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NEW CD RECORDING
It is four years since the band recorded The Lost Chord, which has sold well along with our first CD The Rise of
the Phoenix. At our concerts this year a number of people have been asking when we are releasing another one so
on Friday 31st October and Saturday 1st November both bands got together to make a new one.
The Brighouse and Rastrick band room was the location for the recording and it was decided to have a double CD
with the B Band making their own 30 minutes of music.
REFLECTIONS is the title and includes a number of pieces dedicated to friends of the band who we have lost
over the last 12 months.
Included on the CD is Highland Cathedral which has been recorded by popular request from many of our concert
followers, we are also featuring sections of the band, Trumpets Wild, Cornets. The Merry Peasants, Tubas. Trio
Con Brio, Horns. Softly as I leave you, Euphoniums and Magic Trombones. There are also lots of other popular
melodies.
Music featured by our B Band includes Imperial Echos, a selection of music by Irvine Berlin and My Love is Like a
Red Red Rose with Harry Ridler on Horn as well as others.
Thanks to Producer Keith Farrington of Music House Productions for the recording and David Horsfield
Executive Producer for all their hard work.
The double CD should be released before Christmas and will be priced at £10.00 each. If you would like to order
one then please let me know and I will send them out as soon as they arrive, they will make great Christmas
presents.

Above—B Band preparing the new CD at
Brighouse and Rastrick Headquarters

Senior Bands turn. Good two days recording but really hard
work. Well done everyone for a great effort.
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PATRONS
We have around 60 Patrons who support the band throughout the year, This scheme was set up in 2006 and
we are very grateful for the support they have given over the years.
If you are interested in becoming a Patron we ask for a minimum payment of £20.00 per year which entitles
you to 2 tickets to our Annual concert held usually in September and updates of what the band is doing
throughout the year.
Please contact our Patrons administrator Mrs Janet Bell if you would like to join, all our contact details are in
the contacts section of the newsletter.

Hello/Goodbye

We welcome Derek Hoyle (Eb Bass) and Caroline Hoyle (Cornet) to the band we
wish them a long and successful stay with us.

Positions Vacant B Band
Kit Player

Positions Vacant Senior Band
None

C O N TA C T S
The Bandroom—Band Headquarters, Birkhouse Road, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 4EW
Musical Director—Mr John Clay 01422 201875
President—Mr Brian Nicholson 01924 490306
Secretary– Mrs Jane Clay, 260 Wakefield Road, Lightcliffe, Halifax West Yorkshire HX3 8TY
Phone 01422 201875, 07990633320, e-mail john366clay@btinternet.com
Patrons– Mrs Janet Bell, janetbell2008@hotmail.co.uk
Web-Site—www.cliftonband.co.uk

100 CLUB
A very valuable source of income for the band over a number of years now is our weekly 100 club draw.
Numbers are 25p each per week to purchase and a £5.00 weekly draw takes place plus three times a year a prize of
£50.00 is given at Christmas, Easter and the Summer.
At present we have sold all 100 numbers. But keep looking as some may come up for sale.
The funds from the 100 club over the years has purchased music stands, lyres, mutes, percussion equipment and
music. Our 100 club administrator is Helen Woodcock who can be contacted via the Secretary Jane Clay.

NEW CD RELEASE NOW READY TO
ORDER
Our new 2 CD pack has now been released. Price
£10.00.
To order contact the secretary Jane Clay on
01422 201875 home, mobile 07990633320 or e-mail
john366clay@btinternet.com.
The CD’s include well know melodies from both bands
and also pieces dedicated to friends.
Don’t forget we still have stock of The Rise of the
Phoenix and The Lost Chord priced at £5.00 each.
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FUND RAISING OVER THE YEARS - Jane Clay
As with all organisations funding can be a problem. We are always looking for ways to raise money to cover
things like the band room upkeep, rent, heating and lighting before we even think about instruments, uniforms and
music.
A full set of instruments today cost over £80k which means bands with no sponsorship cannot possibly replace
them in one go. It takes many years replacing them one by one and like painting the Forth Bridge by the time it’s
completed you have to start again. Uniforms too can be very expensive and more and more bands are now appearing in coloured shirts or waistcoats; long gone are the highly decorated ‘lion- tamers’ jackets.
When I first joined the band in the early 1960’s there were two committees, one made up of predominantly men
who dealt with the day to day business and the other was the ladies committee, their job was to help raise funds for
the band to purchase instruments, music etc.
There are notes dotted throughout the minutes of that time stating that items were purchased by the ladies
committee and handed over to the band, one in particular was a new marching drum purchased for the princely
sum of £30 (which was a lot of money then) presented to the band on Sunday 27th November 1955.
I well remember attending functions both in the band room and at Ebenezer Chapel in the village which included
Beetle Drives and Whist Drives after which would be either a fish and chip or pie and pea supper, this was a real
treat on a Saturday evening and we used to get dressed up for the occasion, no sitting at home on computer games
or watching television then, we interacted with people and were taught all sorts of family games.
Jumble sales were also popular, I remember going to a couple we held in the Ebenezer and was amazed at how
many clothes and shoes there were piled up. Our job was to go around picking things up off the floor after everyone had been rummaging around with clothes flying everywhere! It just seemed to be a shambles but everyone
went away with something and the band made money.
The ladies biggest event of the year was the Annual Bazaar or Sale of Work. The earliest one I can find recorded
was the Grand Bazaar held on Easter Saturday 11th April 1903 in the National School at Clifton. This event was
held to raise funds to try and clear an account with Besson the instrument makers, the band had purchased a lot of
new instruments in 1902 and had an account amounting to £105.00 which was a considerable amount of money.
The Bazaar was held over 3 days and a special souvenir booklet priced at one penny was printed listing all the
events. Stalls of the day included Ye Silver Thimble, which is described as the young ladies stall. The Matrons
stall was called White Rose and Red Rose. Refreshments by Ye Rising Sun, Floral Arbour with fruit and flowers
plus a Gipsy Encampment with a gipsy queen Miss Ada Dean which sounds interesting. Among the games there
was a metal polishing competition and prizes to the best polishers included a clock, a case of carvers and a box of
specialities (I wonder what that was?) There was also an exhibition of curiosities which had model ships and Boer
relics. The tea rooms were of course decorated in red, white and blue and served home made cakes.
Entertainment was provided not only by the band but a minstrel troupe, a violinist, clog dancers, songsters and
even a comedian.
When all the expenses were settled for the Bazaar a grand total of £101.14s.2d had been raised. Mr Sam Walton
wrote a letter to Besson’s offering £100 cash to clear the debt. This offer was accepted and the object of the Baraar
was achieved.
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The Sale of Work or Bazaar took place each year and I remember them in the early days when I joined the band as
a 10 year old following my brother Chris who joined about a year before me.
Throughout the year tickets for one shilling or sixpence which is equivalent to 5p or 2 ½ p today were sold to the
local villagers, members and friends of the band who would save them up to spend on the big day. These would be
equivalent to purchasing shopping vouchers today.
All the younger members of the band would run a ‘pound’ stall, not that items would cost a pound this was the old
imperial weight of one pound. We would go around our neighbours collecting pound bags of flour, sugar, dried
goods, we also collected tins of food, bottles of pop, sweets and chocolate which would all go on our stall to be sold
and that was our contribution to the event.
Local traders came along and set up in the Ebenezer Sunday School. Waddington’s Drapery, Jimmy Wells Hardware and Penny Denham’s Toys among them. Hartley’s bread shop supplied the bread for the sandwiches and all
the ladies would bake cakes and buns. Everyone would come along and spend their ‘vouchers’ and the band would
receive a percentage of the sales.
Today things are very similar in lots of ways but the events have changed, now we have quizzes, race nights,
auctions, bingo, car boot sales and car washes, the suppers have changed slightly too and now include as well as
fish and chips and pie and peas, pizzas and curries along with wine and beer.
We hold quite a number of events throughout the year but the biggest fund raiser we do has to be the Brighouse
Gala with our tombola and coconut shy. Julia and Rob Wood have organised this for the band for the last 7 years
and over that period we have raised around £6,000 on top of which the Gala committee have given us another
£2,000 and Barclays Bank have also matched our contribution. This is a fantastic effort by everyone who takes
part.
Other events this year included a coffee morning which is a lovely way to get together and have a chat and pass
ideas around while enjoying some homemade cakes. A quiz night which was great fun. (Mobile phones banned of
course, to stop any cheating!) A couple of events we are planning for 2015 include a good old fashioned Beetle
Drive which will bring back memories of those early days, and something different An Evening with Roger Davies
the Yorkshire singer songwriter, on Friday 20th February at the Bailiff Bridge Community Centre. More details
appear on page 11 of the newsletter.
We are always on the look out for new ideas to raise money for the band so if you can think of anything new and
interesting or would like to organise something for us then let us know.

Members of the Ladies Committee in the 1950’s. Left to
Right. Unknown, Mrs Neild, Mrs Horsfield,
Mrs Longbottom, Mrs Rimmer, Mrs Crosier,
Unknown, Mrs Ogden and Mrs Clay.

Presentation of the bass drum from the Ladies
Committee in 1955. Can you recognise a very
young David Horsfield front row left and John
Clay front row fourth from the right.
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Acker Bilk 1929—2014
I was saddened to hear of the passing of the famous clarinet player Acker Bilk recently. I remember buying his
recording of Stranger on the Shore a long time ago.
I also remember him coming to Brighouse to open a school fete back in the late 1960’s and Clifton and Lightcliffe
were providing the music on the day. He even had a go on my tenor horn without much success.

Picture shows Acker Bilk with the band. Band members left to right Peter Middleton, Jeffrey Lord, Arthur
Nicholson (Bass) Len Parkin, (drum) Kathleen Harrison (now Secretary of Elland Band) Jane Clay, (horns)
Acker Bilk, behind Acker is Laurie Stannard who was the band treasurer for many years, I cannot remember the
baritone player, behind him is Mr Garmaine (Bass) Musical Director Fred Rimmer and Frank Refern (bass) at the
back.

Busy Weekend The senior band had a busy weekend at the beginning of December playing on Friday 5th at
St Thomas Church Greetland. Saturday the band were at St Mary’s Church Wyke and on the Sunday evening at
St Paul’s Church Birkenshaw. Great concert and very appreciate audiences. Wednesday 10th Derek Broadbent led
a group of the band at Shelf Infant school.

Exam Results Royal School of Music (ABRSM)
Emma Ainley Tenor Horn

Grade 5 Practical

Distinction

Olivia Gregory Cornet

Grade 5 Practical

Pass

Congratulations to both of them.

Don’t forget when you do your Christmas shopping on line to go through easyfundraising.org.uk and
mention the band this will help the band to raise funds.
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A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A
PEACEFUL AND PROPEROUS NEW YEAR
TO ALL OUR PATRONS, READERS and friends

THE CLIFTON AND LIGHTCLIFFE BAND
PRESENT
AN EVENING WITH ROGER DAVIES
The Yorkshire Songwriter
Friday 20th February 2015
At 7.30pm
Bailiff Bridge Community Centre
Victoria Road
Bailiff Bridge Brighouse
Bar
Doors open 7.00pm
Tickets £8.00 available from
Fawcetts Cards and Gifts Brighouse
Kirklees Printing Bailiff Bridge
Julia Wood 01422 200650
Book Early

Pa g e 12

I s s ue 5

ENGAGEMENTS SENIOR BAND
February
Saturday 7th
Friday 20th

Hoyle Court Baildon
An Evening with Roger Davies (Fundraising event)

March
Saturday 7th
Sunday 15th
Saturday 27th

Area Contest Bradford Afternoon
St Patricks Day Leeds 11.00am
Craiglands Hotel 7.15pm Evening Concert

April
Saturday 18th

Bradford Grammar School Evening

June
Saturday 6th
Saturday 13th
Saturday 20th

Ilkley Bandstand 2.00—4.00pm
Ecumenical Church Rodley 7.30pm
Moravian Proms

July
Saturday 18th

Wedding in Manchester afternoon/early evening

August
Wednesday 5th—12th Lake Maggiore Italy

October
Monday 11th

Conservative Conference Manchester

B BAND
MARCH
Saturday 7th
Sunday 29th

Area Contest Bradford Morning
Rastrick Bowling Club Afternoon Concert 2.00pm

May
Saturday 30th

Ilkley Bandstand 2.-00—4.00pm

June
Saturday 13th

Scholes Church Gala Afternoon

OCTOBER
Sunday 14th

Pogson Bray Contest Berties Elland

Surely it can’t be that easy !!

